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Looking Back...

https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
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What is the Heritage Project?

To commemorate 150 years of dedicated service, 

the NWS is recognizing the events, the advances 

in science and technology, and the stories of the 

people that have shaped this agency over the 

past 150 years.

A website has been created to collect, catalog, 

preserve, and share our history for generations 

to come.

weather.gov/heritage 

https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
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National Weather Service Heritage
Linking Yesterday to Today and Beyond

By collecting and sharing the events and accomplishments of the past, 

we can provide context that define our future.

Not only is NWS celebrating an anniversary -- so is NOAA! 

Lots of history to honor this year.

None of this would be possible without the dedication and commitment of countless 

past and present employees -- we couldn’t have done it without you!

https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
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NWS Heritage Website
weather.gov/heritage

https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
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A daily dose of NWS history on Twitter and Facebook that began 

September 12, 2019 and runs through February 9, 2020 Anniversary...and beyond!

Follow @NWS on Facebook and Twitter (#NWS150 and #NOAAat50)

The 150-to-150 Campaign

https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
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NWS Brownsville/Rio Grande Valley

https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
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NWS Brownsville/Rio Grande Valley

• Our History:

• 1850: Daily Weather Records

taken at Fort Brown (now 

downtown Brownsville, TX

• 1870: Continuous Precipitation 

Records Began in Brownsville

• 1878: Continuous

Temperature and Precipitation

Records Began in Brownsville

https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/


9
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE
Protecting Lives and Property for 150 Years Building a Weather-Ready Nation //

NWS Brownsville/Rio Grande Valley

• Our History (continued)

• 1922: First Official Weather Bureau 

Office Opened on W. Elizabeth 

Street, Brownsville

• 1943: Downtown office consolidated 

with new station at Brownsville 

Municipal Airport

• 1958:  Twice-Daily Upper Air

(Weather Balloon) observations

began

https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/


10
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE
Protecting Lives and Property for 150 Years Building a Weather-Ready Nation //

NWS Brownsville/Rio Grande Valley

• Our History (continued)

• 1961:  Weather Surveillance Radar 

commissioned at Brownsville

• 1960s: NOAA Weather Radio

broadcasts begin from Brownsville

• 1972: National Weather Service 

Office Brownsville moves to new 

terminal building at Brownsville 

Airport

https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/


11
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE
Protecting Lives and Property for 150 Years Building a Weather-Ready Nation //

NWS Brownsville/Rio Grande Valley

• Our History (continued)
• 1994:  Construction of current office on 

north side of Brownsville/South Padre Int’l 

Airport begins

• 1995: Weather Surveillance Radar, 1988-

Doppler (WSR-88D) completed and new 

office opened

• 2000s: Relationships to core partners

cemented across the Rio Grande Valley and

office name adjusted to reflect the growing 

population we serve

https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
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NWS Brownsville/Rio Grande Valley, Today

Staff Photo, 2019
Weather Festival, 2019

Weather Festival

2019

Spanish-Language NOAA Weather

Radio Ribbon-Cutting, 2014
Office Visit by Congressman 

Filemon B. Vela, 2015

Faith-Based Weather Team 

Initiative Kickoff, 2016

Drought/Conservation 

Press Conference, 

2013

https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
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NWS Brownsville/Rio Grande Valley, Today

Adopt-a-Community Program and Impact-Based Decision Support 

Services

2019 Rio Grande Valley Hurricane Guides

https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
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Coming Soon!

Expansion of Oral Histories -- hear from NWS and NOAA employees, 

past and present, as they recall memories from their time at the agency

Celebrating NWS employee/retiree memories of “Just Another Day”

You can help!

• www.weather.gov/heritage

• NWS.heritageprojects.team@noaa.gov

https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.weather.gov/heritage
mailto:NWS.heritageprojects.team@noaa.gov
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NOAA 50th Anniversary Campaign in 2020

https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
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NOAA’s 50th: 50 Years of Science, 

Service, and Stewardship
NOAA Heritage Program

...a program that preserves and advances 

NOAA’s rich history and heritage through events, 

projects, and exhibits.

“You don’t know where you’re going until you know 

where you’ve been.” 

-English Proverb

https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
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NOAA 50th Anniversary Campaign
In 2020, NOAA is celebrating 50 years of science, service, and stewardship. 

In the next 50 years, NOAA will advance innovative research and technology, 

answer tough scientific questions, explore the unexplored, inspire new approaches 

to conservation, and power the U.S. economy.

Join us throughout the year as we celebrate 50 years of science, service, and 

stewardship, culminating in our October 3, 2020 anniversary. Visit 

www.noaa.gov/50-years to find features, multimedia, NOAA milestones, 

and events.

https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/50-years

